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DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

June 23, 2015 

Board of Trustees  

Trustee Michelle Draper, Caucus Committee Chair 

Report #14 of the Caucus Committee (From the Meetings Held June 9 and 16, 2015) 

ORIGINATOR: Dr. Sandra Stoddard, Executive Director Governance and Strategic Support Services 

REFERENCE: March 3, 2015 Board Report – Caucus Committee 
March 3, 2015 Board Minutes (see Page 3 and 4) 
Trustees’ Handbook – Caucus Committee - Section 5.4 
School Act Section 61 
Board Policy FB.BP - Authority for Human Resources Decisions 
Administrative Regulation FBA.AR - Designation, Appointment and Assignment to 
Leadership Positions
Board Policy EA.BP - Infrastructure Planning Principles 
Administrative Regulation EF.AR - Naming of Schools 
Board Policy GCA.BP – Approval of the School Year Calendar 
April 7, 2015 Board Meeting 
April 21, 2015 Board Meeting 
May 5, 2015 Board Meeting 

ISSUE 
The Board approved the following recommendation at the March 3, 2015 Board meeting:  That a 
resolution be approved directing that Section 5.4 of the Trustees’ Handbook be revised to give the 
Caucus Committee final decision-making power on certain types of matters, and yet constrain that 
power so it is used only when absolutely necessary.  

The following recommendations were approved at June 9, 2015 and June 16, 2014 Caucus Committee 
meetings:   

Central Administrative Designations 
1. That the following designations for the period September 1, 2015 to August 31, 2016 be approved:

Ron MacNeil – Assistant Superintendent 
Kathy Muhlethaler – Assistant Superintendent 
Sandra Stoddard – Executive Director 

Staff Group 2015-2016 Budget Presentations 
2. That the letters from the Board Chair to the staff groups regarding the staff group budget

presentations be approved and sent. 

http://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/boardoftrustees/boardmeetings/2014-15/march3/02-CaucusCommittee.pdf
http://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/boardoftrustees/boardmeetings/2014-15/march3/ApprovedBoardMeetingMinutes-March3,2015.pdf
https://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/policies/trusteeshandbook.pdf
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/574.cfm?page=s03.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779733941
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/f/fb-bp/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/f/fba-ar/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/f/fba-ar/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/e/ea-bp/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/e/ea-bp/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/e/ea-bp/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/e/ea-bp/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/e/ef-ar/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/g/gca-bp/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/g/gca-bp/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/board/meetings/april072015/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/board/meetings/april212015/
http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/board/meetings/may52015/
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Naming of New Schools 
3. That the following five names for new schools be approved: 

• Margaret Ann Armour School – Ambleside site: 3815 Allan Drive SW 
• Nellie Carlson School – MacTaggart site: 4110 MacTaggart Drive NW  
• Ivor Dent School – Rundle Heights site: 11005 - 34 Street NW  
• Roberta MacAdams School – Blackmud Creek site: 975 Blackmud Creek SW 
• Michael Phair School – Webber Greens site: 9407 - 211 Street NW 

 
Letters of Understanding and 2016-2017 School Year Calendar 
4. That the Board of Trustees approve ratification of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to extend 

the Letters of Understanding for the Pilot Project on the Revised School Calendar and the Pilot 
Project on the Staff Development Fund. 

 
BACKGROUND 
Staff Group 2015-2106 Budget Presentations 
Presentations regarding the 2015- 2016 budget were made to the Board on April 7, 2015 (Exempt 
Staff, Edmonton Public Teachers Local 37 of the ATA representing teachers and CUPE Local 784 
representing maintenance staff), April 21, 2015 (CUPE Local 3550 representing Support Staff) and on 
May 5, 2015 (CUPE Local 474 representing custodial staff).  Letters from the Board Chair were sent 
to either the President of the staff group and/or the representatives who presented on behalf of their 
staff group in response to the budget presentations. 
 
Naming of New Schools 
Criteria for naming schools are defined in Board Policy EA.BP - Infrastructure Planning Principles 
which states that “preference shall be given to the names of persons who have made a valuable 
contribution to education and/or to the community at large.”  The process to be used is described in 
Administrative Regulation EF.AR - Naming of Schools.   Formal naming of a school will support the 
development of a unique identity for each school community. 
 
Opportunities were provided for the public and district staff to submit input during the naming process 
by completing an online survey, mailing, faxing or bringing their name suggestions to the Centre for 
Education. To request new school name suggestions, the District: 
 
● Published a news story on the District website (January 27); 
● Posted the naming process on the District's Facebook and Twitter accounts weekly, beginning 

January 27 until March 9; 
● Ran a Facebook advertisement campaign (January 27 to March 1); 
● Posted a Need to Know News item (January 30); 
● Posted the information on SchoolZone from the District account (January 30); 
● Ran an advertisement in the Examiner (February 4); 
● Ran an advertisement in the Metro newspaper (February 13); 
● Posted a Staff Room story (February 13); 
● Published a free editorial in the Edmonton Sun (February 15); and 
● Ran an advertisement in Community Views newsletter (February 27). 
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Over the course of six weeks, the District received 246 survey responses as well as several email and 
fax submissions. Upon review of all submissions, a diverse list of names was compiled, taking into 
consideration those who have made a valuable contribution to education and/or the community at 
large.  Biographies of the individuals selected for the naming of new schools are included in 
Attachment I. 
 
Letters of Understanding and 2016-2017 School Year Calendar 
On June 12, 2015, the ATA sent a letter to the Superintendent requesting that the Letters of 
Understanding for the Pilot Project on Revised School Calendar and Pilot Project on Staff 
Development Fund of the 2012-2016 Collective Agreement be re-opened to extend the pilot projects 
to encompass the 2016-2017 school year. The Superintendent agreed to the request.  
 
On Monday June 15, 2015 the ATA membership, through a vote by members of the bargaining unit, 
ratified the MOA to extend the Letters of Understanding for the Pilot Project of Revised School 
Calendar and the Pilot Project on Staff Development Fund. A copy of the MOA and Letters of 
Understanding are included in Attachment II; with the changes highlighted in bold text.   The 
agreement required ratification by a vote of the Board of Trustees in order to be finalized. 
 
Board Policy GCA.BP - Approval of the School Year Calendar states that the Board believes parents, 
students, staff and community need to be made aware of future planned school calendars to allow time 
to appropriately plan ahead to ensure that students are given the optimum opportunity to access 
instruction.  During each school year, the Board shall: Approve an additional school year calendar, 
thereby giving staff, students, parents and the public access to approved school year calendars for two 
years after the current school year. 
 
In constructing the 2016-2017 School Year Calendar (Attachment III) that adheres to the MOA, the 
following requirements of the Letter of Understanding have also been addressed:  
• A teacher’s full-time equivalent assigned teaching time for instruction will not exceed 896.2 

hours. These instructional time requirements must be met on an annual basis.  
• Classes will begin no earlier than September 1st and shall end prior to Canada Day. 
• Provision for a fall break has been met through establishment of a six-day weekend.  
• Provision of three school/catchment professional development days (October 21, 2016, March 17, 

2017 and April 28, 2017). 
• Provision of two district/catchment professional development days (August 30, 2016 and 

February 6, 2017.)  
• Provision of two days for Teachers’ Convention (March 2, 2017 and March 3, 2017). 
• Provision of two days-in-lieu for parent/teacher interviews (November 10, 2016 and May 23, 

2017). 
• One operational day for opening and one operational day for closing (August 31, 2016 and 

June 29, 2017).  
• The calendar shall be balanced between the two semesters to accommodate instructional time at 

the secondary level (91/92 instructional days)  
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ATTACHMENTS & APPENDICES 
ATTACHMENT I - Biographies of Individuals Selected for the Naming of New Schools 
ATTACHMENT II - Letters of Understanding for the Pilot Project on Revised School Calendar 

and Pilot Project on Staff Development Fund 
ATTACHMENT III - 2016-2017 School Year Calendar 
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ATTACHMENT II 



 



 



 



 ATTACHMENT III

AUGUST 2016
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

SEPTEMBER 2016 OCTOBER 2016 NOVEMBER 2016
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 1 1 2 3 4 5
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
25 26 27 28 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 29 30

30 31
DECEMBER 2016 JANUARY 2017 FEBRUARY 2017
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30 31 26 27 28

MARCH 2017 APRIL 2017 MAY 2017
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 1 1 2 3 4 5 6
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 29 30 31

30
INSTRUCTIONAL DAYS = 183

JUNE 2017 JULY 2017 FIRST/LAST DAY OF INSTRUCTION

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S HOLIDAYS (STAT or BOARD)

1 2 3 1 NO STUDENTS or TEACHERS

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 BOARD APPROVED NON-INSTR

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 STARTUP/END (STAFF ONLY)

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 DIL (NO STUDENTS or TEACHERS)

25 26 27 28 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 PD DAY - DISTRICT/CATCHMENT

30 31 PD DAY - SCHOOL/CATCHMENT

TEACHERS CONVENTION

2016-2017 School Year Calendar




