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DATE:  June 23, 2015 

TO:  Board of Trustees 

FROM: Darrel Robertson, Superintendent of Schools 

SUBJECT: Greater Highlands Area Consolidation Plan 

ORIGINATOR: Lorne Parker, Executive Director, Infrastructure 

RESOURCE 
STAFF: Josephine Duquette, Jon Dziadyk, Jenifer Elliot, Ken Erickson, David Evans, 
 Kim Holowatuk, Gary Holroyd, Roland Labbe, Shannon Mah, Ron 
 McGowan, Fraser Methuen, Matthew Tam, Christopher Wright 
 
REFERENCE: Board Policy EA.BP - Infrastructure Planning Principles 
 Alberta Regulation 238/97 
 
ISSUE 
To present to the Board of Trustees the Superintendent’s recommendation for consideration of a 
letter to be sent by the Board Chair to the Minister of Education in order to facilitate the Greater 
Highlands Area consolidation concept. 
 
The intention of the letter is to seek ministerial support for the consolidation concept prior to a 
request for exemption from sections 4 through 7 of Alberta Regulation 238/97. These sections 
include the requirement for consultation. Since an extensive consultation has already occurred 
(Attachment I), going through this process again would delay the project once funding is 
approved, and is viewed as unnecessary given the support for the project in the Greater 
Highlands community.  
 
Should the Minister of Education indicate support for the project, consolidation of students 
from Montrose and Mount Royal schools would take effect on the last operational day prior to 
the opening of the newly modernized K-9 Highlands School. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Board of Trustees (the Board) approves a motion for the Board Chair to send a 
letter to the Minister of Education outlining the following: 
• The consultation process and findings related to the consolidation of Montrose and 

Mount Royal schools into a modernized Highlands School, approved Concept 2 being 
the preferred design approach. 

• The Board’s intention, once funding is provided, to request an exemption from 
sections 4 through 7 of Alberta Regulation 238/97 based on the consultation process 
and findings. 

• The assurance that consolidation of Montrose, Mount Royal and Highlands schools 
will not occur in advance of the opening of a fully modernized K-9 Highlands School. 

 
BACKGROUND 
On January 21, 2014, the Province announced funding for a mature neighbourhood replacement 
school involving the consolidation of three or more schools. Three clusters consisting of two 
elementary schools and a junior high school were selected for consideration after reviewing 

http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/e/ea-bp/
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Regs/1997_238.pdf
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school enrolments, attendance area residency numbers, the schools’ utilization and each 
building’s Facility Condition Index (FCI). On June 24, 2014, following extensive consultation 
with the three cluster communities, including the Greater Highlands Area, the Board identified 
the Lawton cluster and the Rundle School site as the location for the replacement school. 
 
Through the consultation process, the Greater Highlands Area showed considerable interest in 
the project; however, they requested a longer, more extensive consultation that would result in a 
project that would better meet the needs and values of the greater community. A consultation 
process began in September 2014 which resulted in the presentation of three design concepts for 
the wider public to provide feedback on. The goal of the consultation was to arrive at a 
community supported conceptual design that would become part of the capital priorities in the 
Three-Year Capital Plan 2016-2019. There has been no funding announced by the Province for 
this project. 
 
On April 8, 2015, the Superintendent approved Highlands School Modernization Concept 2 
(Attachment II) as the preferred design approach for the K-9 Greater Highlands Area 
Consolidation Plan approved by the Board in the Three-Year Capital Plan 2016-2019. On April 
29, 2015, a public information meeting was held to share the preferred design approach, outline 
next steps, including motions to consider the consolidation of students from Montrose and 
Mount Royal schools, and respond to questions and concerns. Public feedback was received at 
the meeting and through our website and District email until May 6, 2015. 
 
RELATED FACTS 
In mature neighbourhoods, the combination of multiple schools in close proximity, the age of 
these school buildings, their deferred maintenance and the limited modernization funding 
available from the Province, is a challenge for the District. At 50 years, major building 
components such as mechanical and electrical systems reach the end of the expected life-cycle 
and require replacement. In 2012, according to the provincial Real Estate Capital Asset Priority 
Planning (RECAPP) database, the District had a current deferred maintenance total of $216 
million. This figure will increase to approximately $710 million by 2017, as 40 additional 
schools will reach 50 years of age. By 2026, 130 schools will be 50 years of age or older, and 
the value of deferred maintenance is on track to exceed $1 billion, if all buildings are retained. 
 
Priorities for new school construction are highest for areas with high student numbers without a 
school in close proximity. The January 2014 provincial announcement of funding for a new 
replacement school in a mature and established area of the City was the first of its kind for 
Edmonton Public Schools. A replacement school allows the District to serve students living in a 
mature area with a new or fully modernized school facility and to better manage the District’s 
infrastructure. A replacement school also achieves the objectives of equitable and high quality 
learning environments as described in Board Policy EA.BP - Infrastructure Planning Principles. 
 
On April 16, 2014, Edmonton Public Schools launched its Space for Our Students - 
Replacement School project. The three clusters under consideration were: the Greater 
Highlands Area, the Greater Lawton Area and the Greater Westmount Area. After an extensive 
consultation process, the Greater Lawton Area was chosen and the Rundle School site was 
selected as the location for the replacement school. The Board approved motions to consider the 
closure of R.J. Scott, Rundle and Lawton schools and an exemption to the Closure of Schools 
Regulation was granted by the Minister of Education. On September 16, 2014, the Board 
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approved the closure of R.J. Scott, Rundle, and Lawton schools, effective upon the opening of 
the replacement school. 
 
Feedback received from the Greater Highlands Area, through the consultation process in the 
spring of 2014, indicated the following: 
• The consultation process was too fast and more time was needed; 
• Not enough information or data was presented to support a consolidation; 
• The community would have appreciated the opportunity to tour other Kindergarten to Grade 9 

facilities in our district; 
• A standard core model or “off-the-shelf” design would not meet the needs nor reflect the 

values of this community; 
• Community input into the design of a new or modernized space was very important; and 
• The community expressed strong support for Arts Core programming. 
 
In response to this feedback, a working committee was formed. Principals, parents and 
community members were invited to represent the voices of their respective stakeholders 
through this committee and to share the information with them. While the consolidation is to 
include Highlands, Montrose and Mount Royal schools, the Virginia Park School community 
was invited to participate in the conversations both last spring and again through the working 
committee. Prior to the February 24, 2015 public consultation meeting, the Virginia Park 
School parent community indicated to us that they did not wish to be included moving forward. 
The scope of the developed plan was not impacted by this decision as it was based on a three to 
one consolidation of schools. 
 
The committee work began with the sharing of information around both the District and 
provincial processes for capital planning, including both modernizations and new construction 
projects. Demographic data sets were analyzed with the committee in an effort to understand the 
neighbourhoods and students currently being served, including: 
• The last three sets of Municipal Census data and 31 years of neighbourhood data which 

focused specifically on resident Edmonton Public School’s students; 
• Attendance area data from the current school year which was used to inform the committee 

about where students choose to attend school in relation to where they are designated; and 
• School data which was used to inform the committee about who was attending each school, 

where they reside and the program choices being made. 
 
All information shared with the committee, including the demographic data sets, building 
condition reports and meeting summaries were posted to the District website in order to be 
accessible to committee members to share with their respective stakeholders. 
 
The next step in the committee work was to familiarize the members with both new and 
modernized spaces in our district and to understand the maintenance challenges identified at 
Highlands, Montrose and Mount Royal schools. Members of the larger community were invited 
to join the committee on a tour of Major General Griesbach, John A. McDougall and Mount 
Royal schools. The committee also toured Highlands, Montrose and Virginia Park schools and a 
partially modernized Westmount School. Slide shows and building condition information was 
shared on our district website. The tours demonstrated some of the possibilities and 
opportunities potentially available in a modernization or new construction project. The 
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committee discussed the pros and cons of each and was asked to engage their stakeholders in a 
consultation process to determine the values and considerations to be shared with our architect. 
Stakeholders included parents, community members, school staff and students. The result of 
these consultations was a list of considerations that was provided to our architect to work with 
and upon which to base the conceptual designs. 
 
Between November 2014 and February 2015, the architect worked on two conceptual designs 
which were presented to the committee for feedback. Feedback received led to the creation of a 
third concept which was again reviewed. The architect was asked to provide a level of design 
that would demonstrate the potential, but not “lock in” specific design elements. Detailed 
design will take place if the Board approves the consolidation plan, approval of funding is 
announced and a budget for the project is determined. 
 
The working committee finalized three conceptual designs to be considered for feedback from 
the general public. Cost estimates are provided in Attachment III (Highlands School Concept 2 
represents the preferred design approach). Information and designs were shared on our district 
website and an online feedback survey was made available between February 18 and March 2, 
2015. A public meeting was held on February 24, 2015 at Eastglen School. The meeting 
consisted of a general presentation, followed by three facilitated breakout sessions, with 10 to 
15 participants in each. District principals and other leadership staff acted as facilitators and 
note takers for each session. Seventy-two people provided feedback through our online survey. 
 
Due to the historical significance of the Highlands School building, the community expressed a 
clear desire for a modernization over a new build. The modernization and right fit of the 
Highlands School building will better meet the needs and values of the greater community as 
expressed in the feedback received. 
 
A final public meeting was held on April 29, 2015 to share the preferred design concept 
approved by the Superintendent, outline next steps, including the recommendation to consider 
the consolidation of students from Montrose and Mount Royal schools, and respond to 
questions and concerns. Thirty-six people participated in the breakout sessions and feedback 
was collected both at the meeting and through our district email and website until May 6, 2015. 
 
OPTIONS 
The following options are selected for consideration as they are deemed the most admissible: 
1. Approve recommendation. 
2. Approve recommendation with amendments. 
3. Not approve recommendation. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS & ANALYSIS 
Rationale for the Superintendent’s Decision on Preferred Design Concept  
The feedback from the public meetings, the surveys, the Value Management Studies, 
educational programming considerations and input from principals was analyzed to determine 
the recommended design concept for the Greater Highlands Area Replacement School. 
Following extensive consultation with the Greater Highlands community, the Superintendent 
approved Highlands School Concept 2 (Attachment II) as the preferred design concept. The 
public expressed strong support for a modernization and addition to the Highlands School 
building. 
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Criteria and Infrastructure Planning Principles 
A modernization and addition to the Highlands School building will address the educational 
needs of students for the long term and provide quality learning environments for all 
students. It will provide a state-of-the-art facility with improved Career and Technology 
Studies (CTS) spaces, a larger gym and up-to-date classrooms. It will also provide the spaces 
necessary to offer high quality Arts Core programming. A modernization and addition to the 
Highlands School building considers the values and needs of the community since, due to the 
historical significance of the building, the community expressed a clear desire for a 
modernization over a new build. The level of disruption to students and families will be 
minimal as the existing schools will remain operational until the opening of the replacement 
school. It is expected that there will be some level of disruption to the students in the Highlands 
School building, but this will be determined once the project is funded and the plan moves into 
a more detailed design phase. A new school at the Rundle School site also meets the objectives 
of the Infrastructure Planning Principles (Appendix I). 
 
Feedback from the Public 
Strong support for a modernization and addition to the Highlands School building was 
demonstrated through the web based surveys and public meetings. The community sees the 
possible concept as an investment in the students of the three schools and the community as a 
whole. The modernized K-9 Highlands School will provide improved junior high educational 
spaces and can contribute to retaining junior high students who are currently choosing to attend 
schools outside of the neighbourhood. The consolidation of the three schools will allow 
supports and services that benefit families to be combined and centralized. Montrose and Mount 
Royal schools would remain open and operational until the K-9 Highlands School is open and 
ready to accept all students from Kindergarten to Grade 9. 
 

 
 

Highlands School Modernization and Addition 
The preferred design concept will see a full modernization of the existing 1913 building. The 
current 1954 addition will be removed and replaced with new construction (Highlands School 
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Modernization Concept 2 as presented to the public). The construction of a new addition to the 
1913 Highlands building will not impact green space and will allow students and community 
continued access to sports fields. 
 
Based on information currently available, it is believed the modernization and addition may be 
completed without decanting students to another location. Victoria School underwent a major 
modernization and addition that occurred with students attending classes during construction. 
Coordination of the construction was completed with proper planning and engagement with 
school staff. Possible relocation of students will be confirmed once detailed designs are 
finalized following the approval of funding from the Province. 
 
Deferred Maintenance and Costs to Modernize 
The District recognizes the critical and ongoing need to reinvest in our existing buildings, but it 
is difficult to justify modernizations to each building with current enrolment and attendance 
area trends (Appendix II). Highlands Schools’ utilization rate is 20 per cent and both Mount 
Royal and Montrose schools fall below 65 per cent. Two of the three buildings are 65 years old 
and one of the buildings, Highlands School, is over 100 years old. The FCI rating for each 
school building is ‘Fair.’ In May 2014, Value Management Studies were completed for each of 
the three schools. The cost, for essential upgrades on the three buildings combined, is estimated 
at $20 million. It is important to note that essential upgrades would not produce fully 
modernized 21st Century learning spaces. The consideration to combine the three schools into 
one new modernized school will provide a significant reduction of the District’s excess learning 
spaces and assist in reducing the deferred maintenance. The incorporation of the elementary and 
junior high programs means increased enrolment that allows for more programming continuity 
through 10 grades, programming flexibility, greater learning supports, extra-curricular activities 
and teacher collaboration. 
 
Over the past few months, the District has worked with community members and District 
leaders to determine the most appropriate option for investing in the Greater Highlands Area. 
Over the past two years, many options were evaluated including modernizations and additions 
to each of the school buildings and a new replacement school. The evaluations looked at the 
programmable space within the school, siting of the building, accommodation of traffic and 
cost. The preferred option for the Greater Highlands Area is a modernization and partial 
replacement of Highlands School. The cost is estimated at between $20 and $25 million. 
 
Attendance Area 
The consolidated school is intended to provide local accommodation to students residing in the 
area. The proposed consolidated school’s attendance area will include neighbourhoods within 
the elementary attendance areas that currently exist. The existing junior high attendance area 
(which includes Virginia Park) will need to be reviewed closer to completion of the project to 
ensure that the capacity of the new Kindergarten to Grade 9 school is not exceeded.
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The current attendance areas include the following neighbourhoods and number of students: 
 

Edmonton Public Schools Neighbourhoods within Current Attendance Area 
(Highlands, Montrose, Mount Royal andVirginia Park): 

Number of Students by Neighbourhood 

Edmonton Public Schools 
Neighbourhoods K to 6 Gr 7 to 9 Elementary School 

Designation 

Junior High 
School 

Designation 
Bellevue 85 33 Montrose or Mount Royal 

Highlands 
Montrose 82 48 Montrose 

Mount Royal 84 29 Mount Royal 
Newton 87 39 Montrose 

Virginia Park 
 

15  
TOTAL 338 164   
TOTAL K-9 502   

N.B. Edmonton Public Schools Neighbourhood boundaries differ from City of Edmonton defined neighbourhoods. 
 
A possible attendance area for the modernized K-9 school could include the neighbourhoods of 
Bellevue, Montrose, Mount Royal and Newton (Attachment IV). The Virginia Park 
neighbourhood is not being considered for inclusion for Grades 7-9 at this time. 
 

Possible neighbourhoods in a new 
elementary attendance area 

Neighbourhood K-6 
Bellevue 85 
Montrose 82 
Mount Royal 84 
Newton 87 

Total K-6 338 
 

Possible neighbourhoods in a new 
junior high attendance area 

Neighbourhood Gr 7-9 
Bellevue 33 
Montrose 48 
Mount Royal 29 
Newton 39 

Total Gr 7-9 149 
TOTAL K-9 487 

 
It is proposed that the current dual designation between Mount Royal and R.J. Scott schools 
will be removed and students will be designated to the new replacement school on the Rundle 
School site. There are only 57 students living in the dual designated portion. Currently, 30 
students attend Mount Royal School from the dual designated neighbourhood. Removing this 
portion will make 50 Street the eastern boundary of the attendance area and keep the Beverly 
Heights neighbourhood together (currently it is split into east and west) with students 
designated to the new replacement school on the Rundle School site. 
 
The proposed modernized Highlands School will offer Arts Core programming for 
Kindergarten through to Grade 9. The school will continue to accommodate students for this 
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alternative program from outside of the attendance area as space permits. As continuity of 
programming will be provided to these students through to Grade 9, the Virginia Park 
neighbourhood, currently designated to Highlands School for junior high, may be considered 
for redesignation should the junior high program not have space to accommodate these students 
entering at Grade 7. 
 
Recommendations on new attendance areas and redesignations will be reviewed and included as 
part of the next steps once the project is approved for funding by the Province. 
 
Programming 
The newly modernized Highlands School, based on the preferred design approach, will have 28 
instructional classrooms available, plus additional spaces such as Career and Technology 
Studies (CTS) spaces, Dance, Drama and Arts spaces, gym and library. While final 
programming decisions will be reviewed and made closer to its opening, the newly modernized 
school will satisfy the current and projected programming needs, the anticipated number of 
attendance area students and students seeking Arts Core programming that reside outside of the 
attendance area. Montrose and Highlands schools currently accommodate District Centre 
Behaviour and Learning Assistance (BLA) programs. These programs are reviewed on an 
annual basis and are established, deactivated and reactivated based on demand for the program 
within a transportation zone. It is expected that, should the demand for BLA or another district 
centre Special Education program exist, the newly modernized Highlands School will be able to 
accommodate such a program. Based on the needs of the community, space could also be 
allocated to accommodate full-day Kindergarten. 
 
Transportation 
Based on the proposed attendance area (Attachment IV), yellow bus service could be provided 
to students residing west of 50 Street, north of 118 Avenue, west of 64 Street, north of 112 
Avenue and east of 78 Street and east of Wayne Gretzky Drive. The elementary walk boundary 
will be based on the City’s Highlands neighbourhood (see below). Yellow bus will be provided 
to the proposed attendance area. 
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For junior high students there is acceptable Edmonton Transit System (ETS) service along 123 
Avenue, 121 Avenue, 118 Avenue, 50 Street, 54 Street, 61 Street, and 66 Street with multiple 
stops all along these corridors. ETS bus routes #8, #141, #142, #796, #908, #919 and #941 
provide an acceptable range of options for transportation to and from the Highlands School site. 
There are two ETS stops currently located at or near the Highlands School site: on 118 Avenue 
(just east of 62 Street) and on 118 Avenue (just west of 61 Street). (Note:  ETS service has been 
reviewed based on current operational hours for Highlands School and existing bus routes.) 
Student Transportation will continue to review ETS service in the area to ensure it meets 
acceptable standards for students. 
 
Residential Trends 
In recent years, the City of Edmonton has experienced strong residential growth in the suburban 
areas of the city. Evolving Infill is an initiative by the City of Edmonton to advance residential 
infill in mature areas of the city. Some residential growth has occurred in the mature 
neighbourhoods through infill development; however, family oriented residential development 
is not occurring - nor available - at the scale or pace observed in the suburban growth areas. The 
District has participated in the project as a stakeholder and will continue to provide input as 
required. The Highlands School consolidation project has been developed in consideration of 
potential increases in the student population which may result from future infill projects. 
 
Edmonton Public Schools is committed to delivering high quality learning and working 
environments that facilitate quality program delivery in all areas of the city, and is a participant 
in the ELEVATE initiative to support and enhance mature community sustainability. Investing 
in a modern school facility in a mature community, as this project demonstrates, is in keeping 
with the spirit and objectives of ELEVATE. 
 
The replacement school will complement other initiatives and projects occurring in this area 
beyond the broader ELEVATE and Evolving Infill initiatives. Other initiatives in the area 
include the new Abbottsfield Recreation Centre which opened in the fall of 2014; Borden Park 
received a significant investment in park facilities, including a new pavilion; and Highlands 
Public Library Branch was reconstructed and opened in the fall of 2014. 
 
Traffic 
Highlands School faces onto 62 Street, a local residential roadway. The site has frontage onto 
118 Avenue, an arterial roadway, and both 60 Street and 114 Avenue, local residential 
roadways. The houses along 62 Street, across from the historic school, do not have front 
garages which minimizes traffic issues during pick-up and drop-off periods. The on-site drop-
off, included in the design, will also improve pick-up and drop-off activity. A traffic impact 
assessment will be completed and administration will work with City Transportation to ensure 
good traffic flow, parking and safety for all. 
 
Consolidation of Schools 
As part of the consolidation plan, every effort has been made to follow the intent of the process 
outlined in the Alberta Regulation 238/97. The consultation process aligned and exceeded the 
provisions to inform and gather input from parents and the public. A detailed account of the 
communication, information and invitations provided to parents and the public to participate in 
the process is provided in Attachment I. 
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Students from Montrose and Mount Royal schools will remain in their respective schools until 
the construction is completed and the newly modernized Highlands School is ready to accept all 
students from Kindergarten through Grade 9. Highlands School will likely remain operational 
during construction; however, possible relocation of students will be confirmed once detailed 
designs are finalized and a construction schedule set following approval funding from the 
Province. 
 
Non-Operational Buildings 
If the Board ultimately approves the consolidation plan, next steps will include identifying 
possible future uses of the school buildings no longer in use. Current uses of Edmonton Public 
Schools inventory of 17 non-operational schools include: other district purposes, leasing to 
other school jurisdictions, and leasing to community service agencies (Appendix III). 
Administration will work with partner organizations, the municipal and provincial governments 
to determine what can be achieved. Leases with external organizations for non-operational 
schools are intended to cover operating and maintenance costs, as district staff and operational 
resources are limited and are required to focus on delivering services to school operations. 
Understanding the age, condition and deferred maintenance of the two buildings, retention of 
both will be assessed. In addition to consultation with the Board and stakeholders, the 
Disposition of Property Regulation, the Joint Use Agreement and ELEVATE will inform next 
steps. 
 
School Name 
If funding is provided for the project and the Board ultimately approves consolidation, 
consideration for a new name for the consolidated school will be reviewed and if a change is 
considered, it will follow Administrative Regulation EF.AR - Naming of Schools, which 
includes submissions from the public. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
• The first step for the Board is to approve a motion for the Board Chair to send a letter to the 

Minister of Education outlining the consultation process and findings related to the 
consolidation of Montrose and Mount Royal schools into a modernized Highlands School 
and the intention to seek exemption from sections 4 through 7 of the Alberta Regulation 
238/97. 

• If the Minister of Education indicates support for the project and exemption, the 
Superintendent will recommend that the Board approve the consolidation of Montrose and 
Mount Royal schools into a modernized Highlands School early next fall. 

• If the Board approves motions to consider the consolidation, then there will also be the 
potential for the Board to obtain Ministerial approval for exemption from sections 4 through 
7 of the Alberta Regulation 238/97. These sections impose the requirement of extensive 
consultation, which has already occurred. Going through this process again is viewed as 
unnecessary given the strong support for the project in all three school communities; 
therefore, it is recommended that the Board approve a motion for the Board Chair to send a 
letter requesting this exemption. Both schools will remain operational until the newly 
modernized K-9 Highlands School is complete and ready to accept all students from 
Kindergarten to Grade 9. 

• If the Board ultimately approves the consolidation, Administration will seek an amendment 
to the Three-Year Capital Plan 2016-2019 to replace the K-9 Greater Highlands 
Replacement School with the Highlands Modernization Concept 2. 

http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/e/ef-ar/
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• Once funding is approved by the Province, the following steps will be taken: 
o A project plan will be prepared and forwarded to the Board as information; 
o A review of attendance areas for the replacement school will be undertaken and 

discussions will begin to identify possible future uses of non-operational buildings; and 
o Further input and feedback with the school community, parents, staff, general public and 

relevant stakeholders will continue. 
 
ATTACHMENTS & APPENDICES 
ATTACHMENT I Process of Public Consultation for the Greater Highlands Area 

Consolidation Project and Consideration of School Closures 
ATTACHMENT II Highlands School Modernization Concept 2 
ATTACHMENT III Costing Information 
ATTACHMENT IV Possible New K-9 Attendance Area 
APPENDIX I Infrastructure Planning Principles 
APPENDIX II Greater Highlands Area Fact Sheet 
APPENDIX III Edmonton Public Schools Non-Operational Schools and Uses 
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APPENDIX I 
 

EA.BP - Infrastructure Planning Principles 
 
 Accountability: Infrastructure decisions shall be transparent, evidence based and reflect 

meaningful engagement with stakeholders. 
 
 Centres for Educational Excellence: Infrastructure assets shall serve as centres for 

educational excellence that meet the needs of district students, as well as their families and 
staff, where appropriate. 

 
 Environmental Stewardship: All decisions relating to infrastructure management shall 

demonstrate a commitment to environmental conservation and conform to best practices in 
minimizing environmental impacts. 

 
 Equitable Access: All students and staff shall have fair access to safe, welcoming, high 

quality learning and working environments that will increase their opportunities and 
decrease their vulnerabilities. 

 
 Fiscal Responsibility: Decisions on infrastructure shall consider long-term needs and 

current realities, and reflect effective management of district resources. 
 
 Service to Community: District infrastructure assets are public buildings intended to serve 

district students, families, and staff as well as the broader community where 
appropriate.   Capital investment shall consider the demographics, long-term plans, and 
needs of the community. 

 
 Supports for the Whole Child: Space shall be available to enable partnerships with shared 

responsibilities to provide integrated services that support district students. 
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* Based on estimated new Provincial Instructional Area Model (IAM) capacity measure for each school 
**Straight enrolment count  
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APPENDIX III 
Edmonton Public Schools - Closed Schools and Uses 
Edmonton Public Schools has an inventory of 17 closed schools. Current uses of closed schools 
include: other district purposes, and leasing to other school jurisdictions, community service agencies 
and other agencies as tenants. The list below provides a list of closed schools, the year it was closed 
in brackets and a brief description of past and current uses. 
 
 
Closed Schools Sold by EPSB 
(Year Closed) [Year Sold] 
 
Central School (1973) 

• Sold to Grant MacEwan College for Jasper Place Campus development. 
 
Canora School (1973) 

• Sold to Turkish Canadian Cultural Society [1999]; used as a cultural centre and child care 
(Playground dedicated to the City of Edmonton). 

 
Cromdale School (1980) 

• Sold to Capital Health Authority [2005]; incorporated into the Eastwood Health Centre. 
 
McQueen School (1984) 

• Sold to Edmonton Christian Schools [1999]; continues to be used to accommodate students. 
 
H. A. Gray School (1984) 

• Partially acquired by the City of Edmonton as parkland (playground dedicated); building and 
some land sold to Vanguard College [2005] for use as a bible college, college residence, 
child care centre and the development of a Shepherd’s Care senior’s  aging-in-place care 
building. 

 
Westview Village School (2000) 

• Sold to Millwoods Christian School Society [2001]; continues to be used to accommodate 
students at Millwoods Christian School. 

 
Bellevue School (2003) 

• Sold to the Distinctive Employment Counseling Services of Alberta (DECSA), a community 
based nonprofit organization that operates a centre that supports people with barriers to 
employment, by successfully training and placing them in the workplace [2013]. 

 
Strathearn (Junior High) School (2005) 

• Sold to the Greater North Central Francophone School District [2006]; houses Ecolé 
Gabrielle Roy (Grades K-12). 

 
North Edmonton School (2005) 

• Partially acquired by the City of Edmonton as parkland, and the building and some land sold 
to Excel Society, who renovated and expanded the building into Balwin Village, an enhanced 
Designated Living site designed specifically for clients with early onset dementia, mental 
illness or brain injury. 
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Closed School Acquired by the City of Edmonton  
(Year Closed) [Year Sold] 
 
Beverly Heights School (1981) 

• Acquired by the City of Edmonton [1999]; building demolished for open space. 
 
Argyll School (1983) 

• Acquired by the City of Edmonton [2007]; building demolished for open space. 
 
Strathearn Elementary School (1983) 

• Acquired by the City of Edmonton [1999]; building demolished for open space. 
 
Prince Rupert School (1995) 

• Acquired by the City of Edmonton [2012]; building scheduled for demolition to facilitate 
development of a new community league facility. 
 

Wellington School (2005)  
• Acquired by the City of Edmonton [2014], who lease it to the Council of African Canadians 

for the delivery of a wide range of services to Edmonton families who are originally from 
Africa, and to the Winnifred Stewart Association to provide services to adults with 
developmental disabilities. 

 
 
Closed Schools Retained by EPSB 
(Year Closed) 
 
Donald Ross School (1974)  
• This facility is currently vacant. The building previously served as the 1978 Commonwealth 

Games planning committee offices, the 2001 World Track and Field Games planning committee, 
the City of Edmonton - River Valley Outdoor Centre and the home of an Aboriginal artisan 
group (2009-2015). 

 
Alex Taylor School (2001) 
• Has served as the centre for Edmonton City Centre Church Corporation (E4C) since September 

2001. The E4C delivers multiple programs including adult literacy, hot lunch programs,  family 
counseling services and services to schools in mature areas of the city. 

 
Sherbrooke School (2003) 
• Leased to Aurora Charter School Society since 2007; previously housed Metro Continuing 

Education as well as multiple tenants, including the Shumka Dancers. Title transfer in process as 
directed by Alberta Education. 

 
Ritchie School (2008) 
• Leased to Greater North-Central Francophone School District (Ecole Joseph-Moreau for Grades 

7 to 9). Title transfer in process as directed by Alberta Education. 
 
Capilano School (2010) 
• Leased to Suzuki Charter School Society since September 2010. Title transfer in process as 

directed by Alberta Education. 
 



 

3 
 

Eastwood School (2010)  
• Currently housing CASA on the 2nd floor temporarily(two years) while their building is being 

demolished and replaced. The 3rd floor is leased to Nebula School. The main floor is leased by 
the Edmonton Mennonite Centre as a ESL site with childcare. The building is utilized 
occasionally by the Alberta Justice and Solicitor General as a training centre. 

 
Fulton Place School (2010)  
• Serves as a community services hub with a variety of tenants that include the Victorian Order of 

Nurses, The Alberta Caregivers, South Side Dance Experience, and L’Arche Association of 
Edmonton. The East Wing is leased to Fulton Child Care Association as of April 1, 2015. 

 
Fulton Place Annex (unknown)  
• Currently leased to the Fulton Child Care Association/Fulton Out - of - School Association. Once 

relocation to Fulton Place School is complete, this building will be demolished and returned to 
parkland. 

 
McCauley School (2010) 
• Leased to the City of Edmonton, who sub-lease it to the Multi-Cultural Healthbrokers for the 

delivery of a wide range of services to Edmonton immigrant and refugee families. 
  
Parkdale School (2010)  
• Leased to Bent Arrow Traditional Healing Society providing support to Aboriginal children, 

youth, and their families. 
 
 
Closed Schools Retained for Other EPSB Uses 
(Year Closed) 
 
Bennett School (1973)  
• Serves since 1981 as the Bennett Centre, an educational field trip destination for Alberta schools 

offering day programs, overnight school programs, environmental lessons and outdoor activities. 
 
McKay Avenue School (1983) 
• Serves as the District’s Archives and Museum, providing archival records services, and 

interactive educational programming for students on early Edmonton history and early Canadian 
and provincial government history, in an authentically restored historical setting. 

 
Queen Mary Park School (2001)  
• Houses several different central services groups, including Human Resources, ancillary space for 

Bennett Centre and E-Biz project. 
 
Idylwylde School (2002) 
• Serves as a Metro Continuing Education site used predominantly for adult English Language 

Learning programming. 
 

Terrace Heights School (2005) 
• Serves as the Argyll Home Education Centre, providing support and services to families and 

students enrolled in distance learning and home education programs. 
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Newton School (2007) 
• Since September 2008, houses School Service Teams providing support to District schools and 

schools in the Edmonton region, in relation to extra supports and services for students with 
individualized needs. 

 
Woodcroft School (2008)   

• Houses the Institute for Innovation in Second Languages Education, a language centre housing 
teacher resources and supports for the numerous languages taught in the District. 




