
 

1 

Recommendation Report 

DATE: April 25, 2017 
 
TO:  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Darrel Robertson, Superintendent of Schools 
 
SUBJECT: 2017-2018 Distribution of Funds 
 
ORIGINATOR: Todd Burnstad, Chief Financial Officer 
 
RESOURCE 
STAFF: Krista Brandon 
 
REFERENCE: Bill 1: An Act to Reduce School Fees 
 
 
ISSUE 
This report identifies the proposed distribution of funds for the 2017-2018 budget. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Provincial Funding 
On March 16, 2017 the provincial government announced funding to school boards for the 2017-2018 
school year.  With no funding rate decreases to grants and with projected enrolment growth funding, 
the 2017-2018 budget (Attachment I) reflects the government’s commitment to supporting education, 
even under the current economic situation in Alberta.   
 
In conjunction with the 2017-2018 budget the Alberta government has proposed legislation to reduce 
school fees for Alberta families with the introduction of Bill 1: An Act to Reduce School Fees.  Bill 1 
contains provision to prevent school authorities from charging for instructional supplies and materials 
and from charging transportation fees for eligible students taking the bus to their designated school 
when they reside 2.4 kilometers or more away.  In lieu of charging these fees, funding has been 
provided to the District based on information reported in our 2015-2016 audited financial statements.  If 
passed, Bill 1 will take effect on September 1, 2017. 
 
Key Message 
The Distribution of Funds sets the stage for allocations to schools and central decision units. These 
allocations support the District’s Vision, Mission, and Values as well as the 2014-2018 Priorities. 
 
Budget Highlights 
• With no changes to funding, we have been able to maintain the student allocation rates as well as 

the staff unit costs at the same levels as in the current year, this results in a fairly “status quo” 
budget for schools and central decision units. Some schools will be impacted by the projected 
enrolment growth, but student driven allocations are available to support them.   

• A projected enrolment growth of 3.2 per cent or 3,074 new students, brings the total 
projected enrolment to 98,716 (Attachment II). 

 
 
 

http://www.assembly.ab.ca/ISYS/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_29/session_3/20170302_bill-001.pdf
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RELATED FACTS 
Budget Assumptions 
• Edmonton Public Schools assumes that any compensation adjustment related to the teachers’ 

agreement (which expired in August 2016) will be fully funded by the province. The Distribution of 
Funds has not included any potential impact in the 2017-2018 budget. 

• There is uncertainty with the new Education Act around the content and timing (both of which could 
significantly impact Edmonton Public Schools). As such the Distribution of Funds has not factored in 
any impact either from a funding or expense point of view. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
That Distribution of Funds for the 2017-2018 budget be approved. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS and ANALYSIS 
Bill 1: An Act to Reduce School Fees: 
We are continuing to gather additional information around Bill 1 and the impact to Edmonton Public 
School Board.  The District is required to submit an updated fee policy and related schedules to the 
Province before the end of June.   
 
Accumulated Operating Surplus: 
In conjunction with the approval of the distribution of the District's surplus plan (approved on 
November 29, 2016), surplus funds were directed towards supporting the District's most vulnerable 
students including our English Language Learners (ELL) as well as our students identified as having 
severe special needs.  This plan included accessing $6 Million of surplus funds for the 2017-2018 school 
year to maintain the increased student allocation rates.  This has been reflected as access to operating 
reserve funds on Attachment III. 
 
The District is currently completing a forecast in order to update our projected ending accumulated 
surplus balance for the year ended August 31, 2017.   Once completed, a list of initiatives requiring 
access to surplus funds will be updated, with the goal to release these funds in conjunction with the 
spring proposed budget. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
Following approval of the Distribution of Funds, Budget Services will update the budget allocations using 
the pre-enrolment information (not available until April 24, 2017).  The allocations will then be sent out 
to schools and central decision units on May 1, 2017 for completion of the 2017-2018 Spring Proposed 
Budget. 
 
ATTACHMENTS and APPENDICES  
ATTACHMENT I 2017-2018 Spring Proposed Revenue Budget 
ATTACHMENT II Student Draft Projected Enrolment 2017-2018 vs 2016-2017 
ATTACHMENT III Distribution of Funds 
ATTACHMENT IV Request for Increase’s to Central Base Allocations 
 
TB:ja 
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