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ISSUE 

At the February 9, 2021, public Board meeting, Trustees Gibson and Dunn requested that administration 

provide further information on the impact of the province discontinuing program unit funding (PUF) 

grants for Kindergarten age children for school jurisdictions. 

BACKGROUND 

This fall, Edmonton Public Schools put forward the following policy position at the Alberta School Boards 

Association, which passed with a majority vote by school boards in Alberta: 

That Alberta Education reverse decisions on Program Unit Funding (PUF} program eligibility in order to 

ensure that all students with mild to moderate and severe disabilities-delays who require specialized 

early intervention provided by this funding are able to receive it, and that funding of the PUF Program be 

restored to the equivalent per-student amount as 2018 levels, including Family Oriented Supports, 

allowing Early Childcare Service providers to offer fully funded half-day programming, and that program 

funding be extended from two years to three years to include supports for Kindergarten. 

CURRENT SITUATION 

How have the reductions to PUF impacted the supports for students in Kindergarten at Edmonton 

Public Schools? 

Prior to the 2020-2021 school year, children in Kindergarten with severe special needs were eligible for 

PUF. The PUF grant was allocated to the Early Years decision unit to provide specialized services in 

Kindergarten classrooms. Because the PUF grant was directly allocated to the individual child, there 

were advantages and limitations to this grant in how it could be used. While the new Specialized 

Learning Support (SLS) grant is not specifically allocated to individual children or students, it does have 

greater flexibility in how funds can be used. With the funding shift from the PUF grant to the SLS grant, 

the following changes have occurred: 
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